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FOREWORD 

Systematic theology has been designated as the “queen 

of the sciences.” It is the investigation of God and His uni-

verse. Thus, theology involves observing special revelation, 

God’s inspired Word, and natural revelation—God’s crea-

tion—and their relationship to each other. To examine spe-

cial revelation, the theologian must investigate the contents 

of the Scriptures. This is exegesis. Then specific passages 

must be examined in light of the theological framework of 

the specific work of the writer of Scripture. This is biblical 

theology. This step attempts to prevent the theologian from 

taking passages out of context or bending passages of Scrip-

ture to fit a personal theology. 

The role of biblical theologians is a difficult one. On the 

one hand, the exegete may think that some of the ramifica-

tions of the debate have not been taken seriously by biblical 

theologians. On the other hand, systematic theologians 

could think that the theological deductions of biblical theo-

logians do not go far enough. It is a delight to see that in the 

present volume there has been a careful examination of the 

fruits of exegesis in an attempt to determine the theology of 

the writers of the New Testament. A good systematic theol-

ogy is based on the fruits of good biblical theology, which in 

turn is based on good exegesis. 

The present work deals not only with historical interpre-

tations of the biblical texts but also with the contemporary 

discussion of those passages and Bible books. The authors 

discuss various views on passages that have a bearing on the 

theological teachings of the specific scriptural writers and 

have been fair in expressing these various interpretations 
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and judicious in their critiques. In reading this work, one 

does not sense that the authors have axes to grind or hobby 

horses to pursue. 

So many times theology is difficult to read, not neces-

sarily because it is deep but because it is muddled with com-

plex language. But this book is easy to read. This volume can 

be used by the church at large—it is not reserved for the 

intellectual few. It will serve as a handy tool for those who 

expound the Scriptures. Teachers and preachers will gain 

knowledge of the contents of particular problem passages in 

the New Testament and will also see the relationship of 

those passages to the development of the scriptural writers’ 

theology and how it then contributes to the theology of the 

Bible as a whole. 

With the present-day pandemic tendency to do what is 

expedient, this work is a welcome counterbalance. Chris-

tians should not be easily influenced by forces either secular 

or sacred but should follow biblical mandates. All too often 

Christians are encouraged to take actions on the basis of 

poor exegesis or sloppy theology. When believers read this 

book, they will gain insight into God’s character and what 

He desires of them. 
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