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FOREWORD 

This volume on Old Testament biblical theology is the 

best book I have read in a long while— if for no other reason 

than because it made me think, and because it delves deeply 

into one of my favorite fields of study, biblical theology. This 

kind of theology builds directly on biblical exegesis and leads 

or should lead to systematic theology. 

What this ultimately means is that the church must be 

prepared to modify its traditions, creeds, and confessions if 

such biblically based exegesis and theology clearly dictate it 

should. Such modification should not be needed in the case 

of universally acknowledged doctrines of the historic Chris-

tian faith, but it could happen from time to time with the 

church’s understanding of other doctrines and certain pas-

sages of Scripture. If this means that systematic theology 

must to some extent always be in a state of flux, so be it. In 

the final analysis, Scripture itself, when interpreted properly 

through the process of biblical exegesis and when synthe-

sized legitimately through the process of biblical theology, 

must stand in judgment on all our humanly devised systems 

of theology. All of us need to be more careful in biblical in-

terpretation lest we become unduly influenced by the pre-

understandings we bring to the text from a philosophically 

based systematic theology (as opposed to a biblically based 

theology). 

I am in essential agreement with the authors’ stated cen-

ter of biblical theology—basically the kingdom principle of 

Genesis 1:26–28. Most statements of a theological center are 

too limited (e.g., promise or covenant), too broad (e.g., 

God), or too man-centered (e.g., redemption or salvation-
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history). It seems clear that, although there are several 

great theological themes in Scripture, the central focus of 

biblical theology is the rule of God, the kingdom of God, or 

the interlocking concepts of kingdom and covenant (but not 

covenant alone). This theocratic kingdom is realized and 

consummated primarily through the mediatorial work of 

God’s (and David’s) messianic Son. Significantly, Ephesians 

1:9–10 appears to indicate that God’s ultimate purpose in 

creation was to establish His Son—the “Christ”—as the su-

preme Ruler of the universe. 

For many years I have longed for a revival of solid biblical 

exegesis and sound biblical theology, particularly among 

evangelical scholars. Moody Press’s 55-volume Wycliffe Exe-

getical Commentary series is a giant leap forward in biblical 

exegesis, and now this volume is a significant step forward 

in biblical theology. For such substantial ventures Moody is 

to be congratulated and thanked. 

One does not need to agree with all points of interpreta-

tion in this book to profit from it and to recommend it to 

others (I myself do not agree with all views expressed). But 

such differences of opinion about difficult passages are mere 

trifles compared with the overriding excellence of this work 

as a whole. Indeed, in my estimation it is the best evangeli-

cal volume to appear on the subject of biblical theology in 

my lifetime, and I hope it will be widely welcomed and used, 

as it deserves to be. 

KENNETH L. BARKER 

 

 



PREFACE 

The Old Testament is rich in a variety of ways—in its sev-

eral kinds of literature (narrative, law, poetry, prophecy), in 

its historical span (from creation to the restoration of Israel 

from the Exile), in its prophetic details regarding the first 

and second comings of Christ, and in its multifaceted subject 

matter. Anyone reading the Old Testament is struck with the 

range of subjects, which include, broadly speaking, God; 

man; sin; God’s convenantal, redemptive relationship to 

man; and the future messianic rule of God’s Son, the Mes-

siah. How various segments of Scripture relate to these 

themes is the concern of biblical theology: what the Bible 

teaches theologically. 

This volume takes the reader progressively through the 

Old Testament from the Pentateuch to prophecy, from 

hymns of praise to words for wise living, and examines the 

books for their theological content and emphases. One can-

not help but be impressed with the consistency of Scripture 

in its doctrinal teachings. 

Through its varied literary genre and in its sweeping his-

torical content, a handful of subjects consistently thread 

their way through the Old Testament. God created man to 

be blessed and to have dominion over creation; man fell into 

sin, thereby forfeiting those blessings; God chose Abraham 

to be the progenitor of a nation through whom He would me-

diate His kingdom rule; and God’s Son, a descendant of Abra-

ham, will rule over mankind and the universe. The downward 

path of man’s rebellion against God is met at times with 

mercy (God is merciful to sinners) and other times with judg-

ment (God judges sin). Individuals are wise to the extent 

that they accept God’s forgiving grace, follow the path of 

righteous living, stand in praise of their loving Redeemer and 



awesome Sovereign, and anticipate with eagerness the com-

ing establishment of the Sovereign’s rule over the earth. 

The authors of this volume, colleagues of mine in the 

ministry of Dallas Theological Seminary, have taught the Old 

Testament for many years. With unusual insight into the the-

ological content of the Old Testament Scriptures, they have 

enunciated these great themes clearly and cogently. My 

hope is that this volume will assist many readers in acquiring 

a better and deeper understanding of what the Old Testa-

ment is all about, and how its great theological truths im-

pinge on their relationship to God. 

 


