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Preface 

The field of Christian education is by no means a recent phe-

nomenon. Its origin is found throughout the text of Scripture. 

Its goal is to bring people to a saving relationship with Jesus 

Christ (justification), to see that they grow in their new-

found faith (sanctification), and to ultimately present them 

spiritually mature at the throne of God (glorification). From 

a theological point of view, Christian education stems from 

a personal knowledge of and passionate relationship with the 

eternal God. Christians worship God because of who he is 

and what he has done for them in Christ. The Holy Spirit 

empowers them to present his Word to a lost and fallen 

world so that the lost will repent from their sin and under-

take a relationship with the true and living God. 

The challenge throughout the history of the church has 

been to present Christ to the world in such a manner that he 

is seen as relevant. The contemporary world has become in-

creasingly postmodern and biblically illiterate. Norms and 

values that were once considered foundational for a demo-

cratic society have been rejected in favor of a pluralistic 

worldview. Moral relativity has undermined the social struc-

ture of society, and as a result the church is often left be-

wildered by the events that have ostracized human beings 

from their Creator. According to Scripture, only two things 

last for eternity, people and the Word of God (Isa. 40:8). The 

Christian educator’s task is to put these two together. Given 

the current social environment, however, that task is far 

more challenging than it might appear. 
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Dating back to the early church, religious leaders under-

stood the interdependence that existed between their per-

sonal relationship with God and their ministry for God. Be-

fore they did the work of God they had to become the people 

of God. Community grew out of fellowship and ministry came 

as a result of one’s relationship with God and others. The 

indwelling of the Holy Spirit brought a manifestation of the 

gifts of the Spirit. Men and women were expected to employ 

their gifts for the benefit of the body of Christ. As this was 

done, the body grew in maturity, resulting in both numerical 

and spiritual growth. This process is at the very heart of what 

Christian education is about, both then and now. 

As the church grew it ebbed and flowed in terms of its 

spiritual priorities. A serious student of church history will 

concede that God often confounded the wise by using those 

who, in the eyes of the world, were ill-equipped to do his 

work. The laity were often used by God to challenge those 

who had grown dull in their personal walk with Christ be-

cause of the demands placed upon them in their professional 

calling as ministers. Countless times the church’s paradigm 

had to be reset as God moved in new and mysterious ways. 

This was certainly the case when Robert Raikes brought his 

new approach to theological instruction to North America in 

1780. As an English layman, he understood the importance 

of dependence upon God for guidance and provision. 

Although once synonymous with Sunday school, Christian 

education has evolved into a complex and multidimensional 

discipline. It has its roots firmly planted in biblical and the-

ological studies since the infallible Word of God serves as the 

foundation for all that evangelical Christian educators hold 

true. However, recognizing the valuable contributions that 

the social sciences bring to an understanding of how God 

created humans, Christian educators seek to integrate the 



truths of Scripture with discoveries made through education, 

psychology, anthropology, sociology, and philosophy. For ex-

ample, education helps us understand how people learn, 

how they develop, and why they act the way they do in a 

given situation. With this knowledge, Christian educators are 

able to help men and women discover and learn the eternal 

truths of Scripture in a way that assists them in their per-

sonal spiritual formation. The tension comes in being able to 

discern the boundaries and limitations of the social sciences. 

Integration is at the very heart of twenty-first-century Chris-

tian education. The articles included in this dictionary rep-

resent the salient issues facing Christian educators today. 

With over 580,000 words, there is something for everyone 

who is serious about discovering the essence of our field. 

When Baker Book House first contacted me regarding my 

interest in editing this work, I was both honored and over-

whelmed. I was honored to be considered for such a task 

because I knew there were many others in the field far more 

competent and astute than I to undertake the assignment. I 

was also overwhelmed as I discussed the project with others 

and came to a fuller realization of what would be involved. 

I immediately contacted three of my close friends in the 

field. Each was selected because of their competence in the-

ological studies and their breadth of understanding in re-

lated fields. 

My associate editors of this reference work were Warren 

Benson, Daryl Eldridge, and Julie Gorman. It is no under-

statement to say that this book would not be possible with-

out their hard work. Together we labored hard to identify 

approximately fifteen hundred essential entries, reduce that 

list to a more workable size of 850, and then assign the 

length of each article. Once done, the associate editors as-

signed the articles, edited them, and then forwarded them 



to me for further review. I have profound respect for each 

of them and count it a privilege to know each as a friend. 

I would also like to thank Jim Weaver for envisioning this 

reference work and for his numerous hours of guidance. Ma-

ria denBoer was also a strategic part of the project as the 

copyeditor in charge of final review. My secretary in the of-

fice of the associate provost at Biola University, Judy McGee, 

was invaluable to me in her dedication and faithful service. 

I am especially grateful for the support of my wife 

Michelle and my children Chantel and Brendon. Many nights 

they waited for me to come home late from the office be-

cause I was immersed in writing and editing, and they are 

happy to see this work brought to completion. More than an-

yone else, I am grateful to God for taking a misguided surfer 

kid off the beaches of Southern California and giving him a 

bright and glorious future. Grace is truly amazing! 
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