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FOREWORD 

Many have remarked that New Testament scholars who teach 
elementary Greek for twenty or thirty years very often 



decide to write their own introductory Greek grammars, 
firmly believing that the particular slant or emphases they 
introduce make their textbooks the best option in a sea of 
introductory Greek grammars. And indeed, each such vol-
ume tends to be very good when used by the scholar whose 
experience over two or three decades has produced it: the 
published work nicely fits the style and teaching priorities of 
that particular teacher. Some such works are too idiosyn-
cratic to find broad popularity, of course, but the best of 
them win the approval of other teachers and gradually find 
their niche in the smorgasbord of introductory Greek gram-
mars. 

Something similar could be said about works designed to 
introduce students to New Testament exegesis. In this field, 
too, numerous handbooks of exegesis and introductions to 
exegesis have appeared over the last few decades. But this 
field is far more complex than the field of Greek grammar; 
indeed, Greek grammar is merely one topic within the com-
prehensive sweep of exegesis. As a result, there is far more 
scope for variations in emphasis, comprehensiveness, clar-
ity, and the like. 

And that’s where this book by Andy Naselli comes in. As 
a first-level introduction, there is nothing quite like it. The 
range of its topics is remarkable: literary genre, textual crit-
icism, translation, grammar, phrase diagramming, histori-
cal-cultural and literary contexts, word studies, biblical the-
ology, historical theology, systematic theology, practical 
theology—and two remarkable appendixes, about which 
more in a minute. Doubtless some teachers will prefer to 
include a little more of this, a little less of that. What is 
really striking about this introduction, however, is its com-
bination of five strengths: (1) the range of topics that Dr. 
Naselli introduces is remarkable; (2) the mass of detail that 
he presents on most of the topics, without making the reader 
choke on the sheer quantity, is wholly impressive; (3) Dr. 
Naselli manages to combine an attention to little details 
with an eye on the big picture; (4) he knows how to organize 
his material in ways that are pedagogically helpful, not least 



to beginning students; and (5) he writes with rare clarity and 
simplicity. The book is a delight to read. 

And then we remember the appendixes. The first one un-
derscores the importance of (digital) filing systems and sug-
gests in some detail one useful approach. Over the long haul, 
good and faithful exegesis demands the ability to find and 
retrieve good material, often material that one has already 
read. The second appendix tells us “Why and How to Memo-
rize an Entire New Testament Book.” That’s not a separate 
topic: the best exegesis immerses the student in the text, 
and memorization of the text is an important part of the 
discipline. But the impact of this second appendix is broader: 
it reminds all of us that we must avoid such a focus on tools 
and genres and disciplines and skill sets and historical trends 
that we never really soak in holy Scripture. The aim, as al-
ways, is not to master the text, but to be mastered by it. 

D. A. Carson 
Research Professor of New Testament 

Trinity Evangelical Divinity School; 
President and Cofounder 

The Gospel Coalition 

PREFACE 

I love God, and I love studying his Word and his world. I wrote 
this book to help you study the New Testament, specifically 
how to do exegesis and theology. 

Whom is this book for? 

• Students. This book could be a textbook for a college 
or seminary course on interpreting the Bible. (My 
school uses it for a course that our seminary students 
take during their first semester.) 

• Pastors and people with theological training. This 
book could refresh and enhance how you understand 
and apply the New Testament. 



• Thoughtful men and women who have little or no for-
mal theological training. This book is also for thought-
ful Christian laypeople. As I drafted this book, I re-
quested feedback from some men and women who 
don’t have any formal theological training. I incorpo-
rated many of their suggestions because I want this 
book to serve everyone who is eager to understand 
and apply the Bible. A few parts of the book may be 
challenging for you if you do not have a lot of theo-
logical education, but if you are convinced that it is 
worth the effort (and it is!), then you can rise to meet 
that challenge. 

The book’s structure is simple. It begins by introducing 
exegesis and theology, which I break down into twelve steps. 
Those twelve steps are the book’s twelve chapters. 

I drafted this book in summer 2015 as I prepared to record 
a course called “New Testament Exegesis” for Logos Mobile 
Ed in a studio at the Faithlife headquarters in Bellingham, 
Washington. At the end of that process, John J. Hughes from 
P&R Publishing casually asked me whether I had any book 
ideas in mind, and it occurred to me that I could serve the 
church by taking the course notes I had drafted for a tele-
prompter and revising them as a book. This book maintains 
the informal tone and personal anecdotes from those lec-
tures. 

As we study how to understand and apply the New Testa-
ment, let’s follow Johann Albrecht Bengel’s advice: “Apply 
yourself wholly to the text; apply the text wholly to your-
self.” 

 


