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Preface 

Coherent thinking and authentic living in the modern 

world require that a person view life holistically rather than 

in fragments. For some people a meaningful world view is 

provided by the data of lived experience, while for others 

empirical analysis of the external world supplies the “big 

picture.” Christians, however, believe that a coherent un-

derstanding of reality begins with God’s perspective medi-

ated by general and special revelation. In order to develop 

a comprehensive view of the real, the true, and the valuable 

and so to arrive at viable convictions by which to live and 

serve, we propose that Christians consider the paradigm of 

integrative theology. 

Bernard Ramm, in his book After Fundamentalism, ar-

gues that Evangelicals must devise a new paradigm for doing 

theology in the post-Enlightenment world. The traditional 

approach to doing theology, he argues, will not suffice for 

the future. Ramm believes that Evangelicals “have not de-

veloped a theological method that enables them to be con-

sistently evangelical in their theology and to be people of 

modern learning. That is why a new paradigm is necessary.” 

Ramm chooses the method of Karl Barth as the preferred 

model for doing theology in the future. “Barth’s paradigm 

has resulted in an authentic methodology,” he claims.2 In 

response to such felt needs for a new theological methodol-

ogy, we propose the paradigm of integrative theology. This 

approach, we believe, follows a more reliable method than 

that of Barth and yields results that are more consistent with 

Scripture and the historic Christian faith. 

The approach we call integrative theology involves six 

successive stages. The first involves identification of the 

problem under consideration. The investigator delineates 



the parameters of the theological problem and senses its sig-

nificance for personal and societal existence. 

Second, one identifies the various solutions to the prob-

lem that have been suggested in the history of Christian 

thought. Devout and gifted minds may have acquired insights 

that later Christians have not considered. But since equally 

competent scholars differ on many issues, we should view 

the alternative proposals as hypotheses to be tested by the 

primary biblical data. 

Third, one goes behind the secondary testimony of his-

tory to the prime source of theological knowledge—inspired 

and inerrant Scripture. Following the method of biblical the-

ology and employing a responsible hermeneutic, one finds 

the relevant teachings of the Old and New Testaments in 

their chronological development. This stage also involves re-

lating one portion of Scripture to other portions that deal 

with the same subject in the progress of revelation. 

Fourth, the investigator orders the relevant data of gen-

eral and special revelation into a coherent doctrine and re-

lates the same to the other doctrines similarly derived. The 

person commits himself to the thesis that satisfies the test 

for truth with the fewest number of difficulties. The com-

mended test for truth is threefold: (1) logical consistency, 

(2) agreement with the data of revelation, and (3) existen-

tial viability. 

Fifth, the Christian defends this doctrinal position in in-

teraction with contrary positions in theology, philosophy, 

and new religions. At this stage the offensive component of 

an integrative theology becomes evident as the truth en-

counters and challenges alien ideologies. The goal of theol-

ogy is to bring every dimension of thought and action under 

the lordship of the sovereign God. 



Sixth, theology is applied to specific life situations in the 

world. This final stage assumes (1) that truth does not ter-

minate in abstract contemplation and (2) that faithful living 

flows from truth as water flows from a fountain. It is imper-

ative that Christians live by their convictions authentically 

before God, in relationship with others, and in service to the 

world. The ethical dimension of theology is apparent in this 

final stage. 

The integrative approach to theology proposed in this 

volume thus may be summarized by six key phrases: The 

Problem; Historical Hypotheses; Biblical Teaching; System-

atic Formulation; Apologetic Interaction; and Relevance for 

Life and Ministry. Due to space limitations each of these sec-

tions will be less than exhaustive and can only initiate 

thought in the given area. 

Our contention is that integrative theology as imple-

mented in this series offers more promise than alternative 

theological methods practiced in the past. It is superior to 

confessional theology, which presents the tenets that con-

stitute a particular ecclesiastical tradition and invites adher-

ence on that basis. The difficulty with confessional theology 

is that frequently few reasons are given why one tradition 

(Reformed, Lutheran, Anabaptist) is held to be superior to 

another. Such an approach seems to be closed rather than 

open to new insights from special or general revelation. 

The integrative approach would also appear superior to 

fideistic theology, which enjoins belief on the authority of 

the speaker who claims to possess God’s Word. It may not be 

clear to the hearer of such a presentation that the claimant 

does in fact possess the truth of God. The element of unsub-

stantiated dogmatism present in the fideistic approach like-

wise may hinder the reception of the message. 



The approach of integrative theology may be superior to 

traditional systematic theology for several reasons. The lat-

ter (1) usually does not develop a comprehensive history of 

the doctrine with a view to identifying hypotheses to be 

tested; (2) often does not follow the method of biblical the-

ology but relies on proof-texting without the developmental 

context; (3) may not employ a comprehensive test for truth 

and thus not attain a high degree of objective validity in de-

ciding which proposal is true and which views are spurious; 

(4) may not defend each doctrine in interaction with oppos-

ing views; and (5) may not show the relevance of each doc-

trinal issue for Christian life in the church and in the world. 

Integrating our thoughts is something that we must do for 

ourselves—others cannot do it for us. These volumes provide 

several sets of data that should be coherently related in our 

minds. They also indicate ways in which the authors express 

their attempts at a coherent formulation. In the final analy-

sis, however, we cannot organize your thoughts for you. 

Readers are urged to digest the material and to begin inte-

grating their own thinking. If that seems discouraging at 

first, do not be surprised. Integrating our thoughts and then 

living by the convictions based on this integration is a life-

time challenge. If a good start is made in that direction, the 

purpose of these volumes will have been achieved. 

The method of integrative theology herein set forth is 

biblically grounded, historically related, culturally sensitive, 

person-centered, and profoundly related to life. Its goal is 

to set forth a comprehensive picture of the cosmos, of per-

sons, and of history that is logically consistent, factually ad-

equate, and capable of maximizing personal meaning and 

fulfillment. We propose a method for doing theology that 

follows a coherent research method, that avoids callous in-

doctrination, and that encourages the learner to come to his 



or her own conclusions and create his or her own commit-

ments face-to-face with the Word of God and under the gen-

tle guidance of the Holy Spirit. Our hope is that this approach 

may enable theology to overcome the impasse in which it 

finds itself in the contemporary situation, and that it might 

enable theology once again to speak convincingly to a church 

in need of instruction and to a world in need of God’s liber-

ating truth and light. 

After reviewing a few chapters of Integrative Theology, 

you may find yourself asking some of the following questions: 

Question: Should the problem addressed in the first sec-

tion of each chapter focus more directly on the urgent cul-

tural problems of our times? 

The immediate issues of a given culture provide valuable 

conversational starting points, but the study of each basic 

Christian doctrine begins with a problem of permanent, 

transcultural significance. A theological treatment of the 

multitudes of specific issues in each culture and subculture 

is important, but that can best be done by Christians who 

have specialized in the areas of the sciences, history, psy-

chology, sociology, etc. Furthermore multitudes of contem-

porary issues may pass out of date almost as quickly as daily 

newspapers. The classical issues and doctrines have exhib-

ited universal and permanent relevance because they are 

common to all men and women from the Near East, the Far 

East, and the West, in the two-thirds world and the one-third 

world, in rural areas and the large cities. 

Question: Before looking at the “alternative proposals in 

the church” regarding a problem, should not theological re-

search examine the biblical teaching? Would it not be wise 

to examine biblical truth inductively without theological bi-

ases? 



Attempts to begin inductive research with the “objec-

tive” biblical evidence overlook the impossibility of obtain-

ing complete objectivity in any comprehensive field. Nothing 

has become more evident recently than that all researchers 

and writers in any field have presuppositions. The ideal of 

objectivity is worthy and not in question here. The problem 

is to find a critical method by which to move toward greater 

objectivity. The most effective way we know for students of 

the Bible to identify their biases is to survey the alternative 

perspectives and so become aware of their own assumptions. 

By stating the alternative doctrines as mere hypotheses to 

be tested we not only become aware of the similarities and 

differences between our perspectives and those of others, 

but also of the need of verifying our own doctrine. This crit-

ical approach is necessary if we are to get out of our closed 

hermeneutical circles and in a spirit of openness do genuine 

research with any hope of making some progress. We make 

no claim to exhaustiveness but have attempted to state suc-

cinctly the most significant options from the beginning of the 

history of a given doctrine to the present time as a means of 

exposing assumptions so that they can be tested for their 

consistency and adequacy with the biblical evidence. 

Question: Must a person adopt only one of the alternative 

views or can he be eclectic? 

The section Systematic Formulation seeks to develop 

with clarity and some creativity a coherent interpretation of 

the primary biblical data in the space allotted—an interpre-

tation that encompasses elements of truth from several of 

the different historical views and avoids their weaknesses. 

Beginning students may tend to take one of those views and 

reject everything in the others. Only where the others con-

tradict a biblical position must they logically be dismissed. 

Often there is something to learn from views that have had 



major historical or contemporary influence. From their own 

historical and biblical studies professors and students may 

wish to formulate their conclusions with different emphases. 

So the formulation presented may serve as the springboard 

for further discussion. 

Question: Could other views be considered in the sections 

under Apologetic Interaction? 

The apologetic interaction sections are generally more 

concerned with the major non-Christian contemporary con-

tradictory options than with fine tuning the evangelical po-

sition adopted as against other evangelical versions. It is our 

view that within the framework of an evangelical position 

there may be freedom to vary in specifics. Teachers and stu-

dents in different traditions should feel free to focus in 

greater detail on the intramural refinements as they wish. 

Having tried to incorporate the values of the alternative op-

tions in the section Systematic Formulation, it is important 

not to undermine those elements of truth while opposing the 

nonbiblical elements or the system in general. 

Question: Can other points of personal and social rele-

vance be noted? 

Readers are encouraged to supplement the section Rele-

vance for Life and Ministry with their own applications of the 

doctrine. Teachers and students are free to consider other 

ways in which the revealed truth can make a difference in 

their own specific life situations and vocations. Keep in mind 

that the ministry here envisioned is not just that of ordained 

ministers, but more generally that of all Christians in their 

service to others, whether vocationally or avocationally. 

Question: How can the review questions at the end of 

each chapter be used? 

The review questions may help readers determine how 

well they can recall and express the major ideas of each 



section. The review questions may also stimulate discussions 

among students in larger or smaller groups. And they may be 

used as examination questions for essay tests. 

Question: Can you briefly explain the relationship be-

tween the sections of each chapter? They are closely related 

as logically ordered steps in a verificational method of re-

searching one basic issue. The verificational method of de-

vising truth is not purely inductive, nor deductive. Rather, it 

is an abductive or retroductive method often called the hy-

pothetical, critical, or scientific method of reasoning. The 

diagram on page 12 may clarify this. 

After a problem has been delimited, the verificational 

method does not begin with an allegedly blank mind (as in 

inductive methods), or with a confessional statement pre-

supposed to be true (as in deductive methods), but with sev-

eral historical and contemporary answers as hypotheses to 

be tested. These proposals are evaluated and confirmed or 

disconfirmed by the primary biblical evidence. Then the el-

ements confirmed are formulated topically and logically in a 

consistent way that accounts for the biblical teaching. The 

section Apologetic Interaction indicates how the opposing 

hypotheses are inconsistent and inadequate in accounting 

for the evidence. Finally, the section Relevance for Life and 

Ministry indicates some of the viability of the conclusion for 

life and ministry. 

Please note: because of the important connections of the 

sections of each chapter to each other in this verificational 

approach, no single section can be taken out of its context 

in the entire chapter to stand by itself as a complete discus-

sion of any topic or school of thought. If, for example, peo-

ple want to study the neoorthodox view of special revela-

tion, it will not be sufficient to look at the references to it 

in just one section of the chapter. That view is stated in 



Alternative Proposals (section two), is tested in Biblical 

Teaching, its strengths and weaknesses may be incorporated 

in Systematic Formulation, and its lack of consistency or ad-

equacy reflected in Apologetic Interaction. 

 

Three Methods of Justifying Beliefs 

This diagram was taken from Gordon R. Lewis, “Schaeffer’s 

Apologetic Method” in Reflections on Francis Schaeffer, ed. 

Ronald W. Ruegsegger (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1986), 71. Used 

by permission. 



Each part of this integrative work, particularly, must be 

read in the broader context of its chapter with understand-

ing of the contribution of each section to the overall 

method. Many analytical works on theological words have 

been written. The purpose of this integrative work is to con-

struct a more synthetic, big picture. We ask the patience of 

the analytically inclined who try to pursue this synthetic 

work. Before judging a given specific discussion of a topic or 

view in any one section of a chapter, readers are urged to 

integrate it with the teaching of the entire chapter. To help 

with this the review questions at the end of each chapter are 

provided. 

Question: How did the authors work together in writing 

this work? 

After the authors agreed on the basic approach and the 

issues, Bruce Demarest contributed the first half of each 

chapter, defining the problem, surveying the historical 

views, and summing up the relevant biblical evidence. Gor-

don Lewis contributed the second half of each chapter, for-

mulating the doctrine systematically, defending it, and ap-

plying it to life and ministry. Then we interacted with each 

other’s materials and with several readers’ and editors’ sug-

gestions, making revisions accordingly. 

Question: Who else significantly contributed to the pro-

duction of this publication? 

Innumerable people have contributed to our lives and 

thinking through the years. We are particularly indebted to 

our stimulating colleagues at Denver Seminary and to the 

administration’s thoughtful policy on sabbaticals. Special 

thanks go to Zondervan editors Stanley Gundry and Gerard 

Terpstra. We benefited also from the suggestions of several 

readers—above all, from those of Daniel B. Wallace of Probe 

Ministries. In the production of the manuscript we express 



our gratitude to the skillful and cheerful assistance of Doris 

Haslam, our secretary at Denver Seminary. 

Question: Can you suggest other ways to help people be-

come involved in doing theology? 

Many have been helped to struggle with some of the is-

sues, interpret some relevant passages for themselves, and 

formulate their own conclusions by doing studies in Gordon 

R. Lewis, Decide for Yourself: A Theological Workbook 

(Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1970). This workbook has been 

widely used by lay people and by college, seminary, and ex-

tension-seminary students. For some classes the workbook 

may appropriately serve as a student manual, and Integra-

tive Theology as a teacher’s manual. 
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Preface 

As we come to the last decade of the twentieth century, 

and influences shaping history in the twentieth century are 

in place, the need for understanding global humnanity’s 

most basic predicament has never been greater. 

A particular diagnosis of humanity’s deepest need is de-

veloped in chapters 1–4. It turns on one’s view of humanity’s 

origination in the world (chap. 1), human activity in relation 

to God’s activity providentially (chap. 2), the ontic nature 

of human beings (chap. 3), and a realistic assessment of our 

accountability and moral condition (chap. 4). Progress to-

ward just and lasting peaceful relationships personally and 

socially, as well as locally and globally, can be made by can-

didly acknowledging our most basic moral affliction and 

deepest spiritual need. The relativistic doctoring of symp-

toms by naturalists and pantheists who deny a revealed, re-

alistic diagnosis will continue to be a help superficially and 

temporarily. But humanity’s deepest needs are not to attain 

harmony with nature’s laws, or union with its inner energy, 

or self-justification. Given our moral perversity, we desper-

ately need a supernatural re-creation, a supernaturally 



provided just basis for amnesty from all our insolence, and 

an authentic reconciliation to the living God, one another, 

and the earth’s limited resources. 

Following the diagnostic bad news concerning the human 

condition (chaps. 1–4), we consider the prescriptive good 

news (chaps. 5–8). The Holy One from above has come. The 

eternal Son or Word of God who became flesh was supernat-

urally conceived by the virgin Mary (chap. 5). As the God-

man, Jesus is the one Mediator who can alleviate not only 

mere symptoms of our human plight but also their deepest 

cause (chap. 6). More than a marvelous example, Jesus of 

Nazareth gave up his life once-for-all as a sacrifice to reverse 

all the tragic results of sin in human existence (chap. 7). 

Jesus Christ no longer hangs on the cross or lies in the grave. 

The risen One lives and rules today far above all other pow-

ers (chap. 8). Never was there greater need for grasping the 

uniqueness of this spriritual Master of masters than in our 

pluralistic times. The unparalleled provisions of Jesus 

Christ’s atonement and resurrection ought to be heralded to 

the ends of the earth. For apart from this Prince of Peace 

the finest of human efforts will produce no lasting or just 

peace personally or socially. 

For the sake of a fallen world in urgent need of guidance 

from divine revelation we offer this volume with the prayer 

that through those who proclaim its message God will gra-

ciously bring many to the abundant salvation Christ came to 

give. May the Lord of all be pleased to convict many of their 

addictive worship of drugs, alcohol, spouse, child, academic 

achievement, or financial success. Author of all life, turn 

back the counterproductive forces of evil and death. Help, 

we pray, those honest enough to admit that they are not all 

they should be to abandon superficial antidotes offered in 

countless “new” spiritual, social, or political movements. 



May many persons who know they are not all they ought to 

be find help toward a lifelong commitment to the supernat-

ural Christ, who alone can justly forgive, powerfully redeem, 

and effectively reconcile to both God the Father and other 

people. 

It has been rewarding to hear encouraging words from 

professors, pastors, youth leaders, and lay readers who have 

used volume 1 of Integrative Theology. Their anticipation of 

this second volume has been encouraging. We have consid-

ered carefully, not only the many positive comments about 

volume 1 but also proposals for strengthening the approach. 

Several of those constructive suggestions have significantly 

helped enrich the present volume, and for them we are 

grateful. 

Readers unacquainted with volume 1 are urged to read 

especially its first chapter in order to understand the verifi-

cational method of reasoning we use. After defining the 

problem, we present alternative answers from the earliest 

days of Christianity to the present, survey the extensive bib-

lical evidence relevant to the topic from Genesis to Revela-

tion, formulate a systematic answer inclusive of the 

strengths of various positions, interact with the views with 

which we do not find reason to agree, and exhibit some of 

the enriching relevance of our conclusion for a Christian’s 

life and ministry. 

Although our approach has appeared to some to evince a 

negative attitude toward contemporary theology, what we 

oppose is the reductive exclusivism of relational, functional, 

existentialist, and naturalistic systems of thought. We often 

agree with what these theologies affirm but differ with what 

they deny of the logical, ontological, and supernatural as-

sumptions and implications of the biblical content. The 

method here adopted is open to all kinds of human experi-



ence interpreted with the discernment provided by the pri-

mary scriptural sources. Our criteria of truth and method re-

quire us to employ not only logical and factual data but also 

existential data from ethical, axiological, psychological, and 

spiritual aspects. This internal experience is emphasized in 

the concluding section of each chapter—Relevance for Life 

and Ministry. The Systematic Formulation and Apologetic In-

teraction sections present and defend positions in a manner 

consistent with their personal and relational significance. 

For example, in volume 1 our doctrine of divine revelation 

was both propositional and relational, and our doctrine of 

God stressed both ontological and relational categories. It is 

the less comprehensive and less integrative approaches that 

are categorically more negative. Because of the contempo-

rary impact of these anti-integrational approaches we have 

felt it necessary to respond to their negations of essential 

elements of a biblically based theology at some length. 

Those who allege that we choose only passages in har-

mony with our conclusions fail to realize that we have not 

assumed the thing to be proved in a vacuum but have been 

genuinely involved in the research method and have chosen 

evidence, as in any investigation, in terms of its relevance. 

Since the Biblical Teaching sections are far more compre-

hensive in amassing the relevant biblical data than most the-

ologies, the dangers of selective attention in the use of the 

evidence have been to that extent reduced. Although in 

some doctrines these sections approach the ideal of includ-

ing every explicit text relevant to the chapter’s basic issue, 

we do not claim to have exhausted the biblical evidence for 

any doctrine. Readers are encouraged to incorporate any ad-

ditional biblical evidence that is relevant. We maintain only 

that the passages included are indeed relevant and do re-

quire assessment in coming to doctrinal conclusion on the 



issue of a given chapter. To counter the presented biblical 

evidence effectively one needs to demonstrate its irrele-

vance to the issue or its misinterpretation exegetically in its 

biblical and theological contexts. 

We are indebted to too many people for us to mention all 

of them (such as the authors cited in the end notes), but we 

appreciate especially the discussions we have had with Den-

ver Seminary colleagues on particular issues and the im-

portant contributions of instructor Charles Moore on the en-

tire manuscript. Dr. James Beck made helpful suggestions 

for the chapters on humanness and sin, and Dan Davis did 

the same for the chapter on creation. Efficient assistance 

with computer difficulties and revising the manuscript in fi-

nal form was always available from Denver Seminary’s Direc-

tor of Word Processing, Kris Smith. The faithful editorial 

work of Gerard Terpstra at the Zondervan Corporation has 

improved the volume. For the limitations that remain, how-

ever, the authors acknowledge responsibility. 
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Preface 

In a cartoon picturing workers laying the foundation for 

Italy’s famous Leaning Tower of Pisa one workman said to 

the others: “No one will ever notice if on this one side we do 

not build it according to code.” But so many have taken note 

of the mistake that the leaning tower is considered one of 

the seven wonders of the modern world! Some Christians 

preparing for leadership imagine that no one will ever notice 

if they take shortcuts in laying a theological foundation for 

their lifetime of ministry. But the most gifted Christians can 

profit from the historical, biblical, systematic, apologetic, 

and practical considerations of each major doctrine of the 

faith by which they will live, minister, and die. 



The goal of dialogue with alternative views, according to 

Socrates and Plato, is neither mere opinion nor even true 

opinion. It is well-founded true opinion. Our goal has been 

to help readers through interchange with alternative views 

to arrive at well-founded, true conclusions concerning Holy 

Spirit-given life. On the basis of the big picture we have 

sought to stand for truth against error where the primary 

biblical evidence supports it but also to avoid unnecessary 

polarities where possible. 

In soteriology the approach integrates forensic justifica-

tion, experiential regeneration, and relational reconcilia-

tion, whereas contemporary theologies often opt for one of 

these categories to the exclusion of others. Faith is not 

viewed as either belief or trust, but both. Through belief of 

the Gospel (information in human language asserting that 

Jesus is the Messiah who died and rose) one’s personal com-

mitment is directed away from idols to trust in the living 

person of the Christ who hears, justifies and sanctifies. The 

holistic treatment of sanctification incorporates emphases 

from several different Christian traditions. 

Beyond personal transformation the world’s need for so-

cial transformation is addressed in a distinctive system of 

spiritual-institutional theology. As a spiritual theology of 

God’s people collectively, we include veracious elements 

from covenant theology, promise theology, kingdom theol-

ogy, and dispensationalism. Concerned about people in per-

manent relationships as well as individually, an institutional 

theology develops out of the relation of the church to Israel. 

It focuses on the distinctive social structure of the present 

age, the church and its relation to the previous institutions 

of the family and the church and the coming institution of 

the Christ’s personal rule on earth. Readers are encouraged 



to rise above divisive labels and think through these specific 

proposals. 

Regarding last things, our research supports the return of 

the Lord to the earth to rule in a premillennial sense (both 

spiritually and institutionally). On the time of the rapture of 

the church we represent both pre- and post-tribulational 

views while exemplifying the fact that the issue need not be 

divisive. 

Wasted energy on schisms continues to undermine the 

contribution of Christianity at a time of exceptional global 

opportunity and need. A tragic tendency to divisiveness can-

not permanently be ignored or sidestepped. It is the prayer 

of the authors that these volumes will help Christians relate 

with respect to those from different traditions, find greater 

levels of agreement in the multiplex theology here set forth, 

and expend more energy in an effective ministry to a world 

in need of Spirit-given life. 

For the roots of the epistemological method and criteria 

employed throughout the series we are indebted to Edward 

John Carnell. His short but highly influential career in apol-

ogetics and ethics did not allow him to produce an extensive 

work in theology. This attempt to integrate conceptual and 

existential considerations using a method like his, is grate-

fully dedicated to his memory. Our thanks go also to Denver 

Seminary for sabbaticals and to our colleagues, who have 

made constructive suggestions, especially Craig Blomberg 

and a former adjunct, Charles Moore. Student Darius 

Panahpour has helped in matters of style as did Jeanette 

Freitag and Rebecca Barnes in word processing. For the re-

maining limitations in their respective sections the authors 

bear responsibility. 

The Discussion Topics at the end of each chapter and the 

Review Questions and Ministry Projects on pages 501–2 are 



intended to clarify issues either individually or in small 

groups. Please refer to them as you finish studying each 

chapter. 

 

 


