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PREFACE  

I have not written this book from the perspective of a lawyer 

or journalist or professional politician, but from the perspec-

tive of a professor with a Ph.D. in New Testament studies 

and twenty-eight years of experience in teaching the Bible 

at the M.Div. and (sometimes) the Ph.D. level. I wrote this 

book because I was convinced that God intended the Bible 

to give guidance to every area of life—including how govern-

ments should function! 

I support political positions in this book that would be 

called more “conservative” than “liberal.” That is because 

of my conclusions about the Bible’s teaching on the role of 

government and a biblical worldview (see chaps. 3 and 4). It 

is important to understand that I see these positions as flow-

ing out of the Bible’s teachings rather than positions that I 

hold prior to, or independently of, those biblical teachings. 

And I do not hesitate to criticize Republican policies where I 

differ with them (for instance, in the endorsement of runa-

way government spending and the continual expansion of the 

federal government even under conservative Republican 

presidents). My primary purpose in the book is not to be lib-

eral or conservative, or Democratic or Republican, but to 

explain a biblical worldview and a biblical perspective on is-

sues of politics, law, and government. 



I also want to say something at the outset about Barack 

Obama, who is the President of the United States as I am 

writing this book. Because of the conservative political con-

clusions in this book, at several points I end up criticizing 

some policies of President Obama and the current Demo-

cratic leadership in the US Congress. Although I disagree with 

many of the President’s policies, I also find him to be artic-

ulate, poised, highly intelligent, and a remarkably effective 

speaker. And I think it was a wonderful thing for the United 

States that an African-American man was elected as Presi-

dent. I rejoice that our nation has been able to overcome its 

previous history of racial discrimination to such a degree 

that we could elect our first black President. This has been 

a significant milestone in American history, and for this, 

even those of us who did not vote for him can and should be 

thankful. 

But I also want to point out that not all black Americans 

hold the liberal political views of President Obama. Politi-

cally conservative black leaders who have risen to high gov-

ernment positions include Supreme Court Justice Clarence 

Thomas, former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, former 

Secretary of State Colin Powell (a Republican though he en-

dorsed Barack Obama), former Secretary of Education Ro-

derick Paige, Chairman of the Republican National Commit-

tee Michael Steele (the former Lieutenant Governor of Mar-

yland), former Ohio Secretary of State Ken Blackwell, Judge 

Janice Rogers Brown of the District of Columbia Court of Ap-

peals, and former member of Congress and chair of the 

House Republican Conference J. C. Watts Jr. And one of the 

most influential conservative economists in the United 

States is Thomas Sowell. These leaders and many others re-

mind us that black Americans can strongly advocate con-

servative political positions as well as liberal ones. So one of 



my hopes for this book is that many black Christians who ac-

cept the Bible as the Word of God and supported President 

Obama in 2008 will consider my arguments from the Bible 

and perhaps decide that they, too, will support the con-

servative positions that I argue for in these pages. 

I wish to thank a number of friends who helped me with 

this book, especially Craig Osten, vice president of research 

at Alliance Defense Fund, whose remarkable research skills 

in fact-checking and documentation provided me with ex-

actly the information I needed again and again. Craig’s input 

has improved the content of nearly every chapter of the 

book, and I don’t think I could have written this book without 

his excellent help. David Payne, economist at the US Depart-

ment of Commerce, provided valuable information and sev-

eral helpful corrections to chapter 9 on economic policies. 

Cal Beisner, national spokesman for the Cornwall Alliance for 

the Stewardship of Creation and (in my estimation) the 

world’s leading expert on a Christian perspective on uses of 

the environment, provided valuable information and correc-

tions for chapter 10 on the environment and, at my request, 

also wrote the first draft of the entire section on global 

warming, which I then revised and incorporated into this 

manuscript. Daniel Heimbach, ethics professor at Southeast-

ern Baptist Theological Seminary and former Deputy Assis-

tant Secretary of the Navy for Manpower, provided valuable 

comments for the material on national defense and just war 

in chapter 11. (Dr. Heimbach brings real-life experience to 

this topic, because while working as a staff member in the 

White House, he drafted the just war framework that Presi-

dent George H. W. Bush used in leading coalition forces 

against Iraq in the Persian Gulf War in 1991.) 

Joe Infranco, Jordan Lorence, and Jeff Ventrella of the 

Alliance Defense Fund gave me helpful advice on specific 



topics in the book, and Jeff also invited me to present parts 

of it for some Alliance Defense Fund litigation seminars. 

Madison Trammel also provided several helpful suggestions 

about the manuscript. Greg Forster read the manuscript and 

gave me several helpful suggestions from his far greater ex-

pertise in matters of governmental theory and history of 

ideas. John Hayward called my attention to several British 

books on these topics. My friend Barry Asmus gave me help-

ful counsel in the economics section, and Craig Shultz helped 

me to understand another perspective in my section on tort 

reform. In addition, my adult Bible class at Scottsdale Bible 

Church has been a great encouragement and corrected sev-

eral mistakes as I taught through this material in the class 

over several months. The students in my class “Biblical The-

ology of Law, Politics, and Government” at Phoenix Semi-

nary also provided helpful feedback. 

Sharon Hoshiwara quickly and accurately typed most of 

the book, often on short deadlines. Anne Boyd then carefully 

typed some of the final sections. Dan Julian helped me with 

computer setup and troubleshooting and with additional re-

search, and Joshua D. Brooks also helped me with research. 

Sarah McCurley compiled a detailed table of contents and 

provided secretarial help in other ways at various times. 

Sean Reynolds and Joshua D. Brooks carefully compiled the 

indexes for the book. Joshua and Alyssa Brooks both helped 

with proofreading. 

I am also grateful to President Darryl DelHousaye and the 

members of the board at Phoenix Seminary, who have gra-

ciously allowed me to teach on a half-time basis, which en-

abled me to complete this book rather quickly. The partners 

of Marketplace One in Phoenix provided significant support 

that has increased my writing productivity in many ways. 



I am deeply grateful for all of this help, and I hope all of 

these people will understand that they too have had a sig-

nificant role in the production of this book. 

I have dedicated this book to three people who, in the 

providence of God, were most responsible for leading me to 

write it. Alan Sears and Ben Bull of the Alliance Defense Fund 

first approached me several years ago with the interesting 

idea of writing a book like this. They were also able to pro-

vide helpful funding for some aspects of the research and 

editorial work, although the range of topics in the book 

ended up going far beyond their initial suggestions. Then 

Cathi Herrod, president of the Center for Arizona Policy, en-

couraged me in this project from the beginning, gave wise 

suggestions, and gave me opportunities to present and pro-

mote some of this material to various audiences. I do not 

even know if these three friends would agree with all that I 

write here, but I am most grateful for their encouragement 

in the overall project. 

Above all, I am thankful to Margaret, my wonderful wife 

of forty years, who encouraged me daily as I was writing, 

quietly brought meals to my study, regularly prayed for me, 

kept me from accepting too many other obligations, made 

me laugh countless times with her wonderful sense of hu-

mor, brought joy to my heart again and again, and served as 

a wise and loving counselor to me on countless occasions as 

we would talk over my progress on the book and the events 

of life in general. 

I hope that Christians who take the Bible as a guide for 

life will find these discussions encouraging. I believe that 

God’s perspective on politics is joyful “good news,” just as 

the rest of the Bible is good news for all areas of life! I be-

lieve the Bible’s teachings about politics will bring hope and 

beneficial change to people in every nation where they are 



put into practice. When these teachings are put into practice 

in a nation, it will be good news for those who are oppressed, 

good news to those who long for justice, good news to those 

who long for peace, good news for young and old, weak and 

powerful, rich and poor—good news for everyone who will 

follow the wonderful paths of freedom and sound govern-

ment that are taught in the pages of the Bible. The prophet 

Isaiah extolled the beautiful sound of the feet of a messen-

ger who came running with good news from God himself: 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet 

of him who brings good news, who publishes 

peace, who brings good news of happiness, who 

publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your 

God reigns” (Isa. 52:7). 

Therefore I hope that as people and nations follow these 

principles for government, they will begin to see a reversal 

of the continual decline in peace, civility, liberty, and civic 

goodness that we have seen in recent decades in our socie-

ties, and instead we will begin to see regular progress toward 

increasingly good, pleasant, productive, low-crime, free, 

and happy civil societies in which we can live. 

I am well aware that the Bible is not an American book, 

for it was finished nearly 1,700 years before the United 

States existed! The principles and teachings in the Bible con-

tain wisdom that is helpful for all nations and all govern-

ments. Therefore I have tried to keep in mind that people in 

other nations might read this book and find it useful for for-

mulating their own positions on the political issues that they 

face in their own nations. Yet in my examples and my choice 

of political issues, I focus primarily on the United States, be-

cause that is the country I know best, the country I am proud 

to be a citizen of, and the country I deeply love. 



What about readers who don’t believe the Bible to be 

from God or who may not be sure what they think about the 

Bible? I hope they will still consider the arguments in this 

book on their own merits and find them useful—perhaps even 

persuasive—in formulating their own opinions. If not, their 

right to disagree with me is still very important to any gov-

ernment that follows the principles in this book. I believe 

there should be strong protections for freedom of religion in 

every nation (see chap. 1), and I earnestly desire to protect 

each person’s freedom to make decisions about religious be-

lief for himself or herself, totally without any compulsion 

from government. I want to protect other people’s right to 

disagree with me and to express that disagreement publicly 

in any nation. 

Finally, I encourage readers to skip around in this book 

and perhaps go directly to the topics they find most inter-

esting. There is no need to read it from beginning to end, 

because most of the chapters are self-contained. However, 

the foundational material is in chapters 1–4, and perhaps 

readers will want at least to read those chapters first. 

Wayne Grudem, Ph.D. 

February 2010 
 


