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Preface to the Revised Edition 

Before his death in 1980, George Ladd had planned a new 

edition of this book in which he hoped to remedy two defi-

ciencies that had been pointed out by reviewers: the lack of 

discussion of the theologies of the individual Synoptic writers 

and the lack of a full treatment of the issue of unity and 

diversity in the New Testament. Unfortunately Ladd did not 

live to fulfill this desire. For this new edition, however, we 

have been fortunate in obtaining essays on these subjects by 

two exceptional New Testament scholars from Wycliffe Hall, 

Oxford, R. T. France (Chapter 16) and D. Wenham (the Ap-

pendix). Ladd would have been particularly pleased with 

these essays, in my opinion. 

The present volume has been improved in several other 

ways. When Ladd wrote, masculine language was still the 

rule; nowadays that language grates on one’s sensitivities. 

Diane Bradley has carefully gone through the text and re-

moved the objectionable language. Although masculine pro-

nouns in reference to God have been retained, it is perhaps 

worth reminding readers that God is not masculine (or fem-

inine). 

The bibliographies have been updated in this new edi-

tion. It has been an enormous challenge to survey the liter-

ature of the last twenty years on the whole range of topics 

covered by Ladd. Since the bibliographies are necessarily 

short, there has been no way of avoiding a certain arbitrari-

ness in deciding what to include. On the model of the origi-

nal bibliographies, I have by no means restricted the new 

bibliographies to evangelical works or to works with which 

Ladd would have agreed. 

One problem in updating bibliographies in a work written 

twenty years ago is that many of the new entries are devoted 



to issues that have emerged only in the interim—issues to 

which the original work was necessarily oblivious. That is 

true in the present instance, and I am conscious of the oddity 

this causes. Yet the bibliographies are intended to be of ser-

vice to readers precisely in pointing them to more recent 

literature where they can become acquainted with some of 

these new issues. 

The new bibliographies contain no references to the ma-

jor reference works that often contain important entries 

that are relevant to the subjects of New Testament theol-

ogy. Here I mention not only the works to which Ladd had 

access, and which remain in the footnotes, such as the old 

International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, the Theological 

Dictionary of the New Testament, and the Interpreter’s Dic-

tionary of the Bible, but especially more recent works such 

as Colin Brown’s New International Dictionary of New Tes-

tament Theology (3 vols., 1975–78), the “Supplementary 

Volume” of the Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible (1976), 

the new International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (4 vols., 

1979–88), the Anchor Bible Dictionary (6 vols., 1992), the 

Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels (1992) and its companion 

volume, the Dictionary of Paul and His Letters (forthcom-

ing), and finally the Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testa-

ment (3 vols., 1990–93). Also not present in the bibliog-

raphies are representatives of the several excellent new se-

ries of commentaries underway, such as the Hermeneia com-

mentaries, the New International Greek Text Commentary, 

and the Word Biblical Commentary. Deserving of special no-

tice here is the new series of volumes on the theology of the 

different books of the New Testament currently appearing 

from Cambridge University Press under the editorship of Pro-

fessor J. D. G. Dunn. All of these volumes provide in addition 

to their own contributions wonderful bibliographical re-

sources. In keeping with Ladd’s original practice, the 



bibliographies in the new edition are limited to works in the 

English language. 

Occasionally I have updated editions of standard works 

referred to in the footnotes. References to Ladd’s outstand-

ing volume Jesus and the Kingdom, however, have not been 

changed to the later edition of the same book, The Presence 

of the Future (1974), since pagination differs by only a cou-

ple of pages. 

Also new in the present volume is a subject index, the 

lack of which in the original edition was a drawback noted 

by many. The new index will enhance the book’s usefulness 

for students. 

When I first conceived the idea of a new edition of this 

book I had in mind a rather extensive revision. As I began to 

work on the project I found myself wanting to change the 

text altogether too much. The final product would no longer 

have been Ladd, nor would it have been truly my own work. 

I have decided therefore to let the work stand as it is, and 

to make only very minor changes and adjustments to the 

text. I have for the most part contented myself with adding 

only a few editor’s footnotes here and there, which are in-

dicated with asterisks. I hasten to add that this does not 

mean that where there are no such editor’s footnotes I nec-

essarily agree with Ladd! 

At only one point have I added an extensive section to 

bring the discussion up to date, namely in Chapter 1 at the 

end of the presentation of the history of New Testament the-

ology. There I attempt briefly to sketch the trends of the 

past two decades and to give readers an idea of the present 

state of the discipline. 

But why produce a new edition of Ladd at all? Not be-

cause Ladd offers anything “new” to a guild of scholars 

whose ears always itch for the novel or because a new edi-

tion of this book will rock the scholarly world. No, the reason 



is a better one. Despite its datedness and whatever weak-

nesses one might care to pick on, this book is and remains a 

superb, comprehensive introduction to New Testament the-

ology. Generation after generation of students have taken to 

this book as to no other in my nearly twenty-five years of 

teaching. The reason for this is that it does for them what it 

did for me when I first encountered it in humble mimeo-

graphed form as a student in Ladd’s classes. It makes the 

New Testament understandable; it enables one to see how 

the New Testament coheres, how its teaching developed, 

how it relates to and differs from the streams of thought in 

its environment. Ladd’s approach, of course, is not the only 

way of looking at these documents—he was careful to call 

his book A, not The, Theology of the New Testament—but 

for the beginner (and not only the beginner) it certainly is 

one of the most helpful. His approach to the New Testament 

using the framework of salvation history is wonderfully illu-

minating. 

This new edition, in short, is primarily for seminary stu-

dents, the same readership Ladd originally wrote for, as he 

says at the beginning of his preface. Ladd’s influence on 

evangelical students through his writings has been impres-

sive (see historian Mark Noll’s Between Faith and Criticism 

[19912]). Our hope is that this book in its new dress will in-

fluence yet another decade or two of New Testament stu-

dents. 

It remains for me to thank those who have worked with 

me on this new edition. I am especially grateful to Dick 

France and David Wenham for their fine new contributions, 

which enrich the volume so much. I am also grateful to Diane 

Bradley for her work in ridding the book of its masculine lan-

guage. Thanks are also due to my research assistants Michael 

Vines and Dwight Sheets for their help on the bibliographies. 



And finally I thank Eerdmans’ editor John Simpson for his 

valuable suggestions and work on the manuscript. 

As this project approached its final stages I received the 

unexpected honor of being appointed to a newly endowed 

chair named for George Ladd. There is no connection be-

tween the book and the appointment, but it is a happy coin-

cidence. To have been first a student of Ladd, drawn like 

many others to doctoral study in the New Testament through 

his influence, then later to become his faculty colleague, 

and now to hold a chair named in his honor—all of this is 

naturally a source of deep gratification for me. 

Donald A. Hagner 
George Eldon Ladd Professor of New Testament 

Fuller Theological Seminary 

Preface to the First Edition (1974) 

This book is intended to introduce seminary students to the 

discipline of New Testament theology. It does not purport to 

be an original contribution or to solve difficult problems, but 

to give a survey of the discipline, to state its problems, and 

to offer positive solutions as the author sees them. Since all 

theology is a human undertaking and no one’s position can 

be considered final, the author has continually engaged in 

interaction with the most important recent literature, some-

times to gain support, sometimes to debate solutions to 

problems. Sometimes the discussion is primarily a dialogue 

with other outstanding theologians. In this task, the author 

has deliberately imposed upon his words several restrictions. 

He has limited bibliographical references largely to materi-

als available in English, since the book is designed for semi-

nary students and not for research; and he has limited the 

bibliographical materials for the most part to modern works. 



Valuable materials will be found in the three Hastings ency-

clopedias, but he has not drawn upon such older works, with 

a few exceptions. It is his hope that the student will find 

guidance into the most important recent literature on all the 

main topics of New Testament theology. 

The reader should note that sometimes, especially in the 

case of commentaries, abbreviated titles are used. When 

two dates appear after a given work, they represent two dif-

ferent printings, or, in the case of works by German scholars, 

the date of the German and of the English translation, unless 

these dates are close together. Common abbreviations are 

used for periodical and encyclopedia literature. 

The author approaches his task feeling that New Testa-

ment theology must be primarily a descriptive discipline. 

However, he is convinced that any person’s presuppositions 

distinctly influence his or her approach. For this reason, 

while the primary objective is to outline what the various 

New Testament authors teach, critical questions are not ne-

glected, even though they obviously cannot be thoroughly 

discussed. The author has often learned most from those 

with whom he disagrees, and he trusts he has represented 

other scholars accurately and treated them with respect. It 

is his hope that initiates to the study of New Testament the-

ology will not only find a positive exposition, but will be 

stimulated to wrestle with the problems for themselves. 

A debt of gratitude is due Professor David Wallace, who 

carefully read the entire manuscript and offered many help-

ful suggestions. 

The author would express his appreciation to the Trus-

tees and Administration of Fuller Theological Seminary 

whose generous sabbatical program made possible the writ-

ing of this book. 

Some of the material on the Kingdom of God appeared in 

my book, Jesus and the Kingdom. A second revised edition 



of this book has now appeared under the title The Presence 

of the Future, published by the Eerdmans Publishing Com-

pany. Part of Chapter 29 appeared in Apostolic History and 

the Gospel, edited by W. Ward Gasque and Ralph P. Martin, 

published by Paternoster Press. Chapter 36 was published in 

Soli Deo Gloria, edited by J. McDowell Richards, from John 

Knox Press. These sections are used by permission of the 

publishers. 

George E. Ladd 
 


