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General Preface  
(Old Testament) 

The aim of this series of Tyndale Old Testament Commen-

taries, as it was with the companion New Testament vol-

umes, is to provide the student of the Bible with a handy, 

up-to-date commentary on each book, with the primary em-

phasis on exegesis. Major critical questions will be discussed 

in the introductions and additional notes, but as far as pos-

sible undue technicality will be avoided in the commentary 

itself. 

While all are united in their belief in the divine inspira-

tion, essential trustworthiness and practical relevance of the 

sacred writings, individual authors are free to express their 

own point of view on all controversial issues. Within the lim-

its of the space available they frequently draw attention to 

interpretation which they themselves do not hold but which 

represents the conclusions of equally sincere and loyal Chris-

tians. In Genesis, a book which has been the subject of so 

much debate, it would be easy to devote a disproportionate 

amount of space to such discussions. But the aim throughout 

has been to draw the reader as close as possible to the mean-

ing of the text rather than to speculations about it. 

In the Old Testament in particular no single English trans-

lation is adequate to reflect the original text. The authors 

of these commentaries freely quote various versions, there-

fore, or give their own translation, in the endeavour to make 

the more difficult passages or words meaningful today. 

Where necessary, words from the Hebrew (and Aramaic) 
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Massoretic Text underlying their studies are transliterated. 

This will help the reader who may be unfamiliar with the 

Semitic languages to identify the word under discussion and 

thus to follow the argument. It is assumed throughout that 

the reader will have ready access to one, or more, reliable 

rendering of the Bible in English. 

There are signs of a renewed interest in the meaning and 

message of the Old Testament and it is hoped that this series 

will thus further the systematic study of the revelation of 

God and his will and ways as seen in these records. It is the 

prayer of the editor and publisher, as of the authors, that 

these books will help many to understand, and to respond 

to, the Word of God today. 

D. J. Wiseman 

General Preface  
(New Testament) 

The original Tyndale Commentaries aimed at providing help 

for the general reader of the Bible. They concentrated on 

the meaning of the text without going into scholarly techni-

calities. They sought to avoid ‘the extremes of being unduly 

technical or unhelpfully brief’. Most who have used the 

books agree that there has been a fair measure of success in 

reaching that aim. 

Times, however, change. A series that has served so well 

for so long is perhaps not quite as relevant as it was when it 

was first launched. New knowledge has come to light. The 

discussion of critical questions has moved on. Bible-reading 

habits have changed. When the original series was com-

menced it could be presumed that most readers used the 



Authorized Version and comments were made accordingly, 

but this situation no longer obtains. 

The decision to revise and update the whole series was 

not reached lightly, but in the end it was thought that this 

is what is required in the present situation. There are new 

needs, and they will be better served by new books or by a 

thorough updating of the old books. The aims of the original 

series remain. The new commentaries are neither minuscule 

nor unduly long. They are exegetical rather than homiletic. 

They do not discuss all the critical questions, but none is 

written without an awareness of the problems that engage 

the attention of New Testament scholars. Where it is felt 

that formal consideration should be given to such questions, 

they are discussed in the Introduction and sometimes in Ad-

ditional notes. 

But the main thrust of these commentaries in not critical. 

These books are written to help the non-technical reader 

understand his Bible better. They do not presume a 

knowledge of Greek, and all Greek words discussed are 

transliterated; but the authors have the Greek text before 

them and their comments are made on the basis of the orig-

inals. The authors are free to choose their own modern 

translation, but are asked to bear in mind the variety of 

translations in current use. 

The new series of Tyndale Commentaries goes forth, as 

the former series did, in the hope that God will graciously 

use these books to help the general reader to understand as 

fully and clearly as possible the meaning of the New Testa-

ment. 

Leon Morris 


