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FOREWORD 

The body of Christ is experiencing severe fracture. Schism 

is taking place on a scale not seen since the sixteenth cen-

tury, and the primary culprit is the claim that the church has 

been wrong all along in its belief that homosexual practice 

is a sin. The reason homosexuality has struck such a divisive 

chord is that essential sexual ethics are at stake when the 

so-called gay Christian movement gives its blessing to homo-

sexual practice. Sexual ethics have always been part of the 

faith delivered once for all to the saints; unfortunately, 

many Christians are ignorant of that tradition. The gay Chris-

tian movement has not only challenged biblical interpreta-

tion but has also attempted to reinterpret Christian history 

on the issue of homosexuality. While the debated biblical 

texts are well known, the historical texts remain hidden to 

most of the Christian public. We aim to let voices from the 

Christian past be heard alongside the biblical witness in this 

critical debate. 

Our book addresses the homosexual crisis in the church, 

primarily for a Christian audience. While much of this work 

may be applicable to discussions of homosexuality in society 

at large, our chief concern is with those who identify them-

selves as Christians. Many contemporary discussions of ho-

mosexuality are based on broad assertions lacking substan-

tial grounding in the texts of the Christian tradition. Our 

book is intended as a resource for those who hold the historic 



Christian position on homosexuality. What we offer is the 

combined perspective of a New Testament scholar and a 

church historian; both are deeply concerned about the im-

plications of this homosexual crisis for the church. Both of 

us fear that segments of the Christian church are approach-

ing apostasy and believe the church will benefit from a work 

that applies our respective disciplines to the study of homo-

sexuality. 

As advocates of homosexuality offer a muddled message, 

the testimony of the Christian tradition is urgent, as is the 

right interpretation of Scripture in its context. Most contem-

porary Christian books on homosexuality put little or no em-

phasis on church history, and so the first part of this book 

uses primary source evidence to show what the church has 

always taught. Given recent arguments that Scripture does 

not view homosexual practice as sinful, the second half of 

the book turns to a study of the biblical texts in their ancient 

Near Eastern, Jewish, and Greco-Roman contexts. We argue 

that revisionist interpretations are not only bad exegesis but 

are also an abandonment of historic, orthodox Christianity. 

Jesus called us to love both God and our neighbors (Matt 

22:37–39); therefore, our labors stem from a love for Christ 

and his church. To love God is to keep his commandments 

(Deut 11:1; Josh 22:5; John 14:15, 21; 15:10), and the only 

possible unity with God and with other Christians is a unity 

centered on Christ and based on obedience to God. Not to 

warn a person who is living in sin is a terribly unloving act. 

Restoring those who admit their transgressions, as we hum-

bly acknowledge our own propensity to sin, is also part of 

Christian love (Gal 6:1). Yet such restoration is impossible if 

our warnings are aimed at persons who insist their practices 

are not sinful. In the context of the current confusion, we 



intend to demonstrate that Scripture and the historic, ortho-

dox church consistently have warned that homosexual prac-

tice is a sin. We will show that the suggestion that homo-

sexual practice is acceptable before God is contrary to Scrip-

ture and to what all the church everywhere has always 

taught. 

The authors wish to express their appreciation to the mul-

titude of people who have encouraged us in this endeavor. 

We would like to thank our faculty colleagues who sharpened 

our thinking, the students who asked difficult questions, and 

the numerous individuals who gave us input on this project. 

We particularly wish to thank Susan Lindholm and Tari Wil-

liamson, who read the entire manuscript and helped us pro-

duce a clearer work. Dr. Catherine McDowell, an Old Testa-

ment professor at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, of-

fered helpful input for our chapters on the Old Testament 

and ancient Near Eastern context. Shawn Tayon and Elly 

Keuthan were most helpful in tracking down some primary 

sources in translation. Bradford Green assisted with research 

on the modern church. We further thank the editors at B&H 

who have worked with us to produce the final manuscript for 

publication. Finally, we wish to thank our families; they gra-

ciously endured years of our working on this manuscript. 

Note to the reader: We would like you to be aware of two 

important stylistic matters. First, we have chosen to use the 

New Revised Standard Version of the Bible in this work be-

cause it is accepted by a broad array of denominations in the 

English-speaking world. We did not want our Bible transla-

tion to be a distracting issue, as we wrote this book for a 

broad Christian audience. Second, our work is full of quota-

tions (some of them long) from primary texts. As this may 

become tedious for some readers, we have used italics to 



highlight those portions that are most important. Primary 

sources are well marked in this book, and we hope that by 

citing them frequently, we provide readers with a resource 

to engage the discussion with understanding. 


