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Foreword (Old Testament) 

As an ancient document, the Old Testament often seems 

something quite foreign to modern men and women. Open-

ing its pages may feel, to the modern reader, like traversing 

a kind of literary time warp into a whole other world. In that 

world sisters and brothers marry, long hair mysteriously 

makes men superhuman, and temple altars daily smell of sa-

vory burning flesh and sweet incense. There, desert bushes 

burn but leave no ashes, water gushes from rocks, and cities 

fall because people march around them. A different world, 

indeed! 

Even God, the Old Testament’s main character, seems a 

stranger compared to his more familiar New Testament 

counterpart. Sometimes the divine is portrayed as a loving 

father and faithful friend, someone who rescues people from 

their greatest dangers or generously rewards them for heroic 

deeds. At other times, however, God resembles more a cruel 

despot, one furious at human failures, raving against ene-

mies, and bloodthirsty for revenge. Thus, skittish about the 

Old Testament’s diverse portrayal of God, some readers 

carefully select which portions of the text to study, or they 

avoid the Old Testament altogether. 

The purpose of this commentary series is to help readers 

navigate this strange and sometimes forbidding literary and 

spiritual terrain. Its goal is to break down the barriers be-

tween the ancient and modern worlds so that the power and 

meaning of these biblical texts become transparent to 
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contemporary readers. How is this to be done? And what sets 

this series apart from others currently on the market? 

This commentary series will bypass several popular ap-

proaches to biblical interpretation. It will not follow a pre-

critical approach that interprets the text without reference 

to recent scholarly conversations. Such a commentary con-

tents itself with offering little more than a paraphrase of the 

text with occasional supplements from archaeology, word 

studies, and classical theology. It mistakenly believes that 

there have been few insights into the Bible since Calvin or 

Luther. Nor will this series pursue an anticritical approach 

whose preoccupation is to defend the Bible against its de-

tractors, especially scholarly ones. Such a commentary has 

little space left to move beyond showing why the Bible’s crit-

ics are wrong to explaining what the biblical text means. The 

result is a paucity of vibrant biblical theology. Again, this 

series finds inadequate a critical approach that seeks to un-

derstand the text apart from belief in the meaning it con-

veys. Though modern readers have been taught to be dis-

cerning, they do not want to live in the “desert of criticism” 

either. 

Instead, as its editors, we have sought to align this series 

with what has been labeled believing criticism. This ap-

proach marries probing, reflective interpretation of the text 

to loyal biblical devotion and warm Christian affection. Our 

contributors tackle the task of interpretation using the full 

range of critical methodologies and practices. Yet they do so 

as people of faith who hold the text in the highest regard. 

The commentators in this series use criticism to bring the 

message of the biblical texts vividly to life so the minds of 

modern readers may be illumined and their faith deepened. 



The authors in this series combine a firm commitment to 

modern scholarship with a similar commitment to the Bible’s 

full authority for Christians. They bring to the task the high-

est technical skills, warm theological commitment, and rich 

insight from their various communities. In so doing, they 

hope to enrich the life of the academy as well as the life of 

the church. 

Part of the richness of this commentary series derives 

from its authors’ breadth of experience and ecclesial back-

ground. As editors, we have consciously brought together a 

diverse group of scholars in terms of age, gender, denomi-

national affiliation, and race. We make no claim that they 

represent the full expression of the people of God, but they 

do bring fresh, broad perspectives to the interpretive task. 

But though this series has sought out diversity among its con-

tributors, they also reflect a commitment to a common cen-

ter. These commentators write as “believing critics”—schol-

ars who desire to speak for church and academy, for acad-

emy and church. As editors, we offer this series in devotion 

to God and for the enrichment of God’s people. 

ROBERT L. HUBBARD JR. 
ROBERT K. JOHNSTON 
Editors 

Foreword (New Testament) 

Although it does not appear on the standard best-seller 

lists, the Bible continues to outsell all other books. And in 

spite of growing secularism in the West, there are no signs 

that interest in its message is abating. Quite to the contrary, 

more and more men and women are turning to its pages for 



insight and guidance in the midst of the ever-increasing com-

plexity of modern life. 

This renewed interest in Scripture is found both outside 

and inside the church. It is found among people in Asia and 

Africa as well as in Europe and North America; indeed, as 

one moves outside of the traditionally Christian countries, 

interest in the Bible seems to quicken. Believers associated 

with the traditional Catholic and Protestant churches mani-

fest the same eagerness for the Word that is found in the 

newer evangelical churches and fellowships. 

We wish to encourage and, indeed, strengthen this world-

wide movement of lay Bible study by offering this new com-

mentary series. Although we hope that pastors and teachers 

will find these volumes helpful in both understanding and 

communicating the Word of God, we do not write primarily 

for them. Our aim is to provide for the benefit of every Bible 

reader reliable guides to the books of the Bible—represent-

ing the best of contemporary scholarship presented in a form 

that does not require formal theological education to under-

stand. 

The conviction of editor and authors alike is that the Bi-

ble belongs to the people and not merely to the academy. 

The message of the Bible is too important to be locked up in 

erudite and esoteric essays and monographs written only for 

the eyes of theological specialists. Although exact scholar-

ship has its place in the service of Christ, those who share in 

the teaching office of the church have a responsibility to 

make the results of their research accessible to the Christian 

community at large. Thus, the Bible scholars who join in the 

presentation of this series write with these broader concerns 

in view. 



Each volume will contain an introductory chapter detail-

ing the background of the book and its author, important 

themes, and other helpful information. Then, each section 

of the book will be expounded as a whole, accompanied by 

a series of notes on items in the text that need further clar-

ification or more detailed explanation. Appended to the end 

of each volume will be a bibliographical guide for further 

study. 

Our new series is offered with the prayer that it may be 

an instrument of authentic renewal and advancement in the 

worldwide Christian community and a means of commending 

the faith of the people who lived in biblical times and of 

those who seek to live by the Bible today. 

W. WARD GASQUE 
 
 


